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childhood with wonderful memories.

Text © Kory Merritt 2020
Ilustrations © Kory Merritt 2020

First published by Clarion Books,
an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers LLC, USA
All rights reserved.

First published in Great Britain in 2022
Chicken House
2 Palmer Street
Frome, Somerset BA11 1DS
United Kingdom
www.chickenhousebooks.com

Chicken House/Scholastic Ireland, 89E Lagan Road, Dublin Industrial Estate,
Glasnevin, Dublin D11 HP5F, Republic of Ireland

Kory Merritt has asserted his right under the Copyright, Designs
and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of this work.

All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted or utilized in
any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying or
otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.

Cover design by Steve Wells
Interior design by Celeste Knudsen
Hand-lettering by Kory Merritt
Typeset by Dorchester Typesetting Group Ltd
Printed and bound in Great Britain by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon CRO 4YY

The paper used in this Chicken House book is made
from wood grown in sustainable forests.

13579108642
British Library Cataloguing in Publication data available.

PB ISBN 978-1-913696-08-5
eISBN 978-1-915026-04-0



guh SCT. ~TTN X

¢

)‘:7§\
\??L' » The sky d(ms %om ?'\V\K fo PVNP({’,.
%-f{\vﬁ‘ff” |
Y
i fg? LT Feel the chill of the mghf breeze.
&;Q \-keaf the V\)\r\\s exr of dv y 3"359
| @e/ e skitter of \eaVes down
y empfy sidewalks.

i

¥ The shadows cleep closer.
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Once we feared those shadows.
Femember <

i % Yowve eard the stovies.

- * Sovies of Monsters. ,
Bogeys and b“?ﬂa‘ffs and bugbears, /il

Waifing to spring from the darkness. € A




Ak) but that was long ago,

back when the \Nooés Weve sJﬁH \Nild
and the shadows uitamed .

\Ne ave safe now.
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On Monofay Cindy Fogle\\ N

woke her parents at 2

a.m. with a scream.
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Mr and Mrs Fogle found Cindy sitting bolt upright

in her bed, eyes wide and skin clammy. Night terrors,
figured Mrs Fogle. Cindy slept with her parents the rest
of the night.
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On qusc(ay Cindy woke at 1:45 a.m. She was hysterical

when her parents arrived to calm her.

She spent another restless night in her parents’ room,
babbling about the Really Tall Man.



On Weaf YKQS’J ‘A)/ Cindy’s screams started shortly after
midnight. She begged to spend the night in her parents’ room

again.

Her room was bad. .
__s=lNw

he curtains were bad.
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Mr Fogle even checked under the bed. See? No monsters.
No “Really Tall Man”. Just a plush rabbit that Mr Fogle didn’t
remember buying.

At last her parents relented, and while Cindy snuggled
between them, Mr Fogle silently vowed this would be the final
time his daughter slept in their bed.



On TF\\NSJ a/v’ Mrs Fogle was roused in the middle of
the night by a faint shuffling noise. She held her breath and

listened.
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Probably just the fridge or the water heater or one of many

Silence.
strange house noises she noticed only at night. She fell back

into sleep.



In the morning Mr and Mrs Fogle woke and went about
their business. They did not notice that Cindy was gone.
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Her room was empty. The speckled wallpaper, the pony
border, the Tinker Bell bed sheets, the toy chest, the clothes

that should have been hanging in the closet: gone.

No, not gone. More like never there to begin with. It was just
a spare room Mr Fogle had been planning to fill with a pool
table.



And the family portrait hanging in the hall? Oh, that was
there. It showed Mr and Mrs Fogle holding hands and smiling.
No Cindy between them. Why should there be a Cindy? The

Fogles did not have a daughter.
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And the school didn’t call Wheﬁ
Cindy failed to show. Why should
they? There was no Cindy Fogle in

their records.

Cindy?
Cindy who?





